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This winter, the Museum launched Coming of
Age Now, Coming of Age in the Holocaust
(www.comingofagenow.org), a new multi-
media website designed to introduce middle-
and high-school aged students and educators
to the stories of young people who survived
the Holocaust. This free website will help 
students of all backgrounds around the globe
create a personal connection to history and
discover the relevance to our world today.

This interactive online experience features 13 first-person
accounts of young people who survived the Holocaust. The
website guides students through an exploration of 
experiences, historical events, and ethical issues, as well as
providing opportunities for reflection about the 
responsibilities of becoming an adult. Compelling videos 
feature the survivors’ stories about their experiences before,
during and after the Holocaust. Videos are integrated with
artifacts and primary sources for investigation, writing,
history, and geography activities, timelines and maps, as well
as moderated online discussions for students with their peers.

“We’re thrilled to make such an excellent resource as Coming
of Age widely available,” said Elizabeth Edelstein, Director of
Education. “We hope that it will challenge 
students to reflect thoughtfully on the Holocaust and the
impact that it continues to have today. It is our hope that
when they face intolerance, bullying, and injustice of any kind,
they will recall the stories they explored in Coming of Age.”

Coming of Age is designed to accommodate classes of 
students working as a group. It may also be used by families

educating their children at
home or by other adults 
working with young people
independently or in groups. The
curriculum meets national 
standards for World History and
English Language Arts.

Please let teachers and parents in
your community know about this
new resource. For more 
information, please contact
info@comingofagenow.org or call
646.437.4290.

Development of the Coming of
Age website is made possible by a
generous grant from the
Conference on Jewish Material
Claims Against Germany: Rabbi
Israel Miller Fund for Shoah
Research, Documentation and

Education. Additional support provided by The Slomo and
Cindy Silvian Foundation, Inc.

ABOVE: Photo of Inge Goldschmidt. Inge was sent to Terezin
with her parents. Her story is one of the 13 told on the
Coming of Age website.

Museum Launches Innovative Online
Resource for Teaching Students About the
Holocaust

Family Fare 
at the Museum

If you come to the Museum on a Sunday afternoon and see
a parking lot of strollers in front of Edmond J. Safra Hall and
hear children's voices joyously singing out tunes such as
“Hollah For Your Challah!” and “La Diva Dreidel,” then
you’re here during one of our wonderful family programs.

The Museum offers a full roster of concerts and storytelling events
that delightfully connect children ages three to ten with the 
richness of Jewish heritage. Related craft activities augment the
programs, allowing children to express their creativity through
clay, felt, costumes, and more. Family programs are supported by
a generous grant from the Margaret Neubart Foundation Trust.

The Museum has recently received a grant from UJA-
Federation of New York to start a series of programs and 
workshops for parents-to-be and parents of babies and 
toddlers entitled “New Families, New Traditions.” The series,
which will take place on Sunday mornings, will welcome 
parents and children for informal and friendly discussions over
bagels about holidays, life cycle events, sleep,parenting techniques,
and other topics that may be on new parents’ minds. All types
of Jewish and interfaith families are welcome.

To receive occasional e-mails about upcoming Family Programs,
please send a request to communications@mjhnyc.org. If you
would like to inquire about purchasing a Family Membership,
please contact membership@mjhnyc.org. Family Memberships
include free admission for 2 adults and children under 18 to the
Museum and discounted admission for family programs.

ABOVE:Mama Doni and her fans take the stage of the Museum.

PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG

The Museum is Now Available for Weddings

GETTING MARRIED? Consider having your very special event at the Museum. No place can compare to the style and 
elegance of this historic and meaningful setting, located on the waterfront overlooking New York Harbor and the Statue of
Liberty. Versatile indoor and outdoor spaces create a spectacular backdrop for truly unique celebrations from 30 to 350 
people. Hosting an event is also a wonderful way to introduce your guests to the Museum and to support its mission.
Contact Rachel Heumann at rheumann@mjhnyc.org or 646.437.4206.

ABOVE: The Museum's Special Events Hall set up for a private affair; a chuppah in Edmond J. Safra Hall.

PHOTOS BY MELANIE EINZIG

Gourmet Café at the Museum
Features Dairy Delicacies               

Esprit Events
Catering company,
part of the Village
Crown Group, is
now operating the
Heritage Café at the
Museum. The café
offers delicious
meals and snacks for
breakfast, lunch,
and early dinners
before public programs.

Highlights of the menu include made-to-order breakfast
burritos, macaroni and cheese, hand-rolled sushi, soups
and quiches, assorted paninis, entrée salads, freshly baked
croissants, and café lattes and cappuccinos. All dishes are
carefully prepared in accordance with Jewish dietary laws
and certified Cholov Israel by the Orthodox Union.

ABOVE: One of the many delicious dishes served at the
Heritage Café, which has a gorgeous view of New York
Harbor.

COURTESY OF THE HERITAGE CAFÉ



Now Available in the Pickman Museum Shop

Although Project Mah Jongg is on the road, we still carry an
array of mah jongg-inspired gift items, including special 
edition game sets — perfect for the mah jongg maven in
your life. Visit www.pickmanmuseumshop.com to see the
variety of items available.

Recipes Remembered: A Celebration of Survival by June
Feiss Hersh, available this spring, is a moving compilation of
food memories, stories about food and families, and recipes
from Holocaust survivors from Poland, Austria, Germany,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Russian, Ukraine, and
Greece.

For many of the survivors who contributed to the book, this
book is now a permanent tribute to their families, with
whom they gathered around the table before the war tore
them apart, and to their family members born after the war,
who join around the table to share their heritage through
recipes passed on from generation to generation.

For those survivors who could not remember specific
recipes, author and editor June Feiss Hersh brought in 26
celebrity chefs, cookbook authors, and restaurateurs,
including Daniel Boulud, Arthur Schwartz, Ina Garten, and
Joan Nathan, to create a recipe in the spirit of the memory
that reflects their region’s cuisine.

June Hersh writes in the introduction to the book, “I spent
hundreds of hours listening, learning, laughing, and crying. I
heard incredible stories of defiance, resolve, bravery, and
luck. I came home with recipes to test, savor, share, and
enjoy. The survivor community has so much to teach, and
we still have so much to learn.”

Recipes Remembered is published by Ruder Finn Press. The
book will be sold for $36, and all proceeds will benefit the
Museum. To order your copy, call the Pickman Museum
Shop at 646.437.4213, or visit www.mjhnyc.org/recipes.

Join June for a free discussion of Recipes Remembered at the
National Arts Club on May 16 at 8 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.nationalartsclub.org.

ABOVE: Recipes Remembered author June Feiss Hersh with
her husband, Ron.

Recipes Remembered: A Celebration 
of Survival by June Feiss Hersh
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Mezuzahs make the perfect wedding gifts. Stop by to see
the incredible selection of traditional and contemporary
mezuzahs on display, crafted in clay, wood, stone or silver.
Prices range from $36 to $300. Kosher scrolls from Israel are
$30 and are sold separately.

Coming Up in
Edmond J. Safra Hall

ABOVE: The Museum proudly presented Cantors: A
Faith in Song, featuring three of the world’s best 
cantors — Benzion Miller, Naftali Herstik, and Alberto
Mizrahi — in early April. The concert was made possible
through a generous grant from the Keller-Shatanoff
Foundation. Additional support was provided by Priscilla
and Harold Grabino and Luna Kaufman. If you are inter-
ested in sponsoring a public program, please contact
Sharon Steinbach at ssteinbach@mjhnyc.org.

Each season the Museum presents a wide range of
enlightening and provocative public programs, including
films, concerts, plays, and panel discussions, that draw a
sophisticated audience from all over the greater New
York area and the world. Each one of these programs is
presented in our beautiful, state-of-the-art, 375-seat
Edmond J. Safra Hall.

Highlights of the upcoming season include the 
following programs:

On May 22, the Museum will welcome the Choir of
Rome’s Tempio Maggiore in concert. This once-in-a-life-
time concert will feature Verdi’s beloved Hebrew chorus
from Nabucco and other beautiful and evocative works
that embody Jewish life in Rome throughout the ages.

In June and July, the Museum will present a collection
of films by filmmaker and screenwriter Woody Allen.
This film series will present screenings of Allen favorites
Annie Hall, Manhattan, Radio Days, and more.

For more information and tickets for these programs and
other upcoming events, please visit www.mjhnyc.org.

This program was presented by the Museum, Centro Primo
Levi, the Italian Cultural Institute, Divinamente New York
Festival, the Jewish Community of Rome, and RAI Italian
Broadcasting Company in collaboration with the American
Society of Jewish Music, and was made possible through the
support of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the
150th Anniversary of the unification of Italy.

PHOTO BY THIJS MEIJER

PHOTOS BY TREVOR MESSERSMITH
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Fire in My Heart: The Story of Hannah Senesh             
An Inspiring Exhibition about the Real Life of a Young Hero 
Now on View in the Irving Schneider and Family Gallery

Visitors are invited to get to know Hannah Senesh, a remarkable poet and World War II hero, through her
own words and personal artifacts, most of which have never been on display anywhere before. Fire in My
Heart: The Story of Hannah Senesh is the first major museum exhibition about Hannah’s life, one that has
inspired books, plays, and films. The exhibition, which the Jewish Week calls “evocative and authoritive,” is on
view through August 7, 2011.

Known throughout the world as the author of the hymn Eli, Eli, Hannah Senesh was a promising poet in cosmopolitan
Budapest. In 1939, she immigrated to the Land of Israel, and two years later she became a pioneering kibbutznik. In
1943, she volunteered to participate in a secret British mission to parachute behind enemy lines,hoping she might at the
same time aid Hungary’s embattled Jews. She was caught and executed at the age of 23. Almost immediately, Senesh
became a national hero to the fledgling Jewish community in Palestine.

Hannah’s nephews, Eitan and David Senesh, helped make the exhibit possible by entrusting the Museum with
never-before-seen artifacts and documents. Eitan said, “I believe that Hannah's life story, the values she 
embodied, and her way of life should be brought to the attention of young people throughout the world.”

Highlights of the exhibition include Hannah's original diaries, letters, and poems including, Eli, Eli and her last
surviving poem — found in her skirt pocket after her death. The exhibition also includes multi-media displays
and films produced by Roberta Grossman, director of Blessed is the Match: The Life and Death of Hannah
Senesh.

Museum of Jewish Heritage Deputy Director Ivy Barsky said, “We feel privileged to have this opportunity to tell
Hannah's story. Her life and idealism resonate with young audiences, who are inspired by her courage and her will
to change the world. Hannah’s eloquent poetry and prose can’t help but move visitors. Finally, Hannah’s story serves
as an example of Jewish response to the Holocaust — bold initiative and action against all odds.”

Please visit www.mjhnyc.org/hannah for more information, artifact explorations, and public
programs related to the exhibition.

This exhibition is made possible by leadership gifts in loving memory of Anne Ratner from her
children and grandchildren, and from the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany. Additional support provided by the David Berg Foundation and The Laszlo N.
Tauber Family Foundation, Inc. Travel generously sponsored by EL AL Airlines. Jewish Week is
the media partner.

We are grateful to the Senesh Family for making the exhibition possible by providing 
material from their collection.

ABOVE: Photograph of last meeting of Hannah Senesh and her brother Gyuri (Giora),Tel Aviv, Palestine,
on February 2, 1944. RIGHT: Dr. David G. Marwell, Museum Director; Eitan Senesh and David Senesh,
nephews of Hannah Senesh; and Honorable Ido Aharoni,Acting Consul General of Israel in New York.
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Now On View in the Rotunda Gallery
Last Folio: A Photographic Journey with Yuri Dojc
Last Folio features stunning photographs taken by acclaimed photographer Yuri Dojc of once-vibrant Jewish communities through-
out Slovakia. His photographic journey began in 2006 in an abandoned school in Bardejov where time has stood still since the day
in 1942 when its students were taken to concentration camps. When Dojc arrived,the schoolbooks were still there.He found note-
books with corrections, school reports, and remarkably enough, later in his journey, a book once owned by his own grandfather.

Dojc’s evocative portraits treat the books as survivors — the
last witnesses to a once thriving culture. The images in the
exhibition capture the poignant ruins of a school, synagogues,
and cemeteries, and shed light on the communities that have
been lost.The exhibition also features a documentary created by
Katya Krausova that follows Dojc through Slovakia. The 
beautiful exhibition is specially designed for the Museum by
Daniel Weil of Pentagram. Last Folio will be on view in the
Rotunda Gallery through late summer. Following the New
York run, the exhibition will continue to travel.

Last Folio is made possible by a leadership gift in memory of John Grunwald
by Rita Grunwald. Additional support provided by Henry Kallan in honor
of his mother Magdalena Szollos-Kallan, Fern Schad and Alfred H. Moses,
The Shelley & Donald Rubin Foundation, the May and Samuel Rudin
Foundation, and EPSON, Canada. News Corporation is a media sponsor.

PHOTOS BY YURI DOJC

COLLECTION OF THE SENESH FAMILY

PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG



Shoah Education
Seminars for Teachers 
in Jewish Schools

Several times a year, the Museum brings together some of the best Holocaust scholars from
the U.S. and abroad for Shoah Teaching Alternatives in Jewish Education (STAJE). STAJE’s
goal is to raise the level of Shoah education in Jewish schools through teacher training 
seminars, a three-day summer symposium, and new curricula designed for different ages.
Upcoming programs are listed below. Please contact Dr. Paul Radensky for more 
information at pradensky@mjhnyc.org or 646.437.4310.

MAY 8, 2011: Germany’s Efforts to Face its Past
JUNE 12, 2011: The Holocaust in Slovakia
JULY 5-7, 2011: STAJE Summer Seminar: Four Ghettos

These programs are made possible by a generous grant from the Conference on Jewish Material
Claims Against Germany: the Rabbi Israel Miller Fund for Shoah Research, Documentation
and Education.

I N  T H E  G A L L E RI E S & C L A SSRO O M S
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A: On February 9, 2011, 100 students from the Razi School in Queens visited the
Museum to tour the galleries and listen to survivor testimony from Sally Frishberg.
PHOTO BY TREVOR MESSERSMITH

B: Jewish and Catholic students take a tour together as part of the Coming of Age
program. PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG

C: The Spring 2011 Lipper Class brought together 14 graduate and undergraduate 
students from across the Northeast to train in New York City for a semester-long
internship. Interns teach students about the Holocaust in local schools in their college
communities and on visits to the Museum. PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG

D: The 2010 High School Apprenticeship Program offered students from New York
City public schools the chance to learn about Jewish heritage, the Holocaust, and what
goes on “behind-the-scenes” at a museum. PHOTO BY BONNIE UNGER
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Curator’s Choice
Lucie Blau fled Vienna with her parents in April
1939, when she was just 6 years old. They traveled
to New York via France and England, sailing on the
Cunard White Star ship Aquitania. Klara Blau
wrote a letter describing their journey, remarking
that on the train from Vienna her daughter Lucie
“…cried bitterly and wanted to go back to Vienna.
With great effort I calmed her….” Reaching the
harbor in Cherbourg, “Lucie didn’t want to exit
the train and made difficulties…. I was also scared
as we said our farewells to Europe….” Lucie
brought along her teddy bear in its own traveling
case. Her parents wanted her to leave it behind
because of its bulk, but Lucie insisted and was
allowed to bring it. The bear is named Max after
her favorite uncle, Max Mahl. Uncle Max and his
wife Etie left Vienna for Shanghai in 1939; they
came to the U.S. in 1948. The families kept in
touch throughout their separation, exchanging
small gifts. Lucie sent souvenir postcard booklets
(now in the Museum’s collection) of Asbury Park
and Ocean Grove, New Jersey, and the Bronx with
notes to her aunt and uncle; they sent her post-
cards in return.

Max, the bear, remained with Lucie until her
death in January 2010. At some point in his life,
his paws had become worn, and booties were 
fashioned for him.

In 2001, Ms. Blau donated material relating to
Max and Etie Mahl; she related much of the 

family’s history to us at that time. Since then, her estate has donated Max, the bear, with his case, and 
documents reflecting the Blau family’s life in Vienna and their emigration.

Visit Max in the Online Collection http://collection.mjhnyc.org/ by searching teddy bear.

Dr. Louis D. Levine has spent the past 12 years at the
Museum, and his departure marks another chapter in a
fascinating and fruitful career. Lou's first museum task
began while he was earning a Ph.D. at the University of
Pennsylvania in archaeology and ancient history. It
involved re-housing jewelry from the Royal Cemetery
at Ur in ancient Mesopotamia. Soon afterward, he
began excavating in Iran, at a site that dated back to the
9th century B.C.E., received a Fulbright scholarship,and
went on to director positions at the Royal Ontario
Museum and the New York State Museum.

One of the highlights of his time at the Museum of
Jewish Heritage was its first major special exhibition,
Ours to Fight For: American Jews in World War II. “It was
the best opening night ever,” he said. “All who had con-
tributed in any way — an artifact,a story — were invited to
the event together with their families. I'll never forget
when an older man beckoned me over to the War in the Air
display.He pointed at a leather jacket and said proudly,‘That’s
mine.’ And when two young children ran up and hugged
him, he looked at me with such pride and said, ‘and
these are mine.’ While working on that exhibit,” Lou
said, “we discovered a new way to tell stories. We
understood how powerful it was to tell the story 
entirely in the voice of those who experienced it,
keeping the curatorial voice to a minimum.The stories
then have immediacy and authority.”

Fire in My Heart: The Story of Hannah Senesh is 
another project about which Lou feels very strongly.
While doing research in Israel and Hungary, he 
discovered new materials that shed light on unknown
aspects of Hannah's life. “I got chills,” he said, “when I 
discovered, buried away in a folder in the archives of the
United Kibbutz Movement, a two-line memo stating
that Hannah was being drafted for a mission.There were
no details, just that someone would come on Thursday
to explain.Two lines for something so monumental.”

“There are endless, utterly surprising, utterly 
confounding stories about the Holocaust that 
challenge our existing ideas,” he said.“I want visitors to
realize that the Holocaust is much more complicated
than they thought, and I hope that they will make
room for new perspectives.”

Although Lou looks forward to retirement so that he
can spend more time with his grandchildren and in his
woodworking shop, he also hopes to write books and
to consult on other exhibition projects. He says he is
grateful for his “gifted colleagues,” whom he will miss.
We wish him luck with his future endeavors.

Farewell to 
Dr. Louis Levine,
Founding Director
of Collections and
Exhibitions 

Keeping up with the Keeping History Center
In fall 2009, the Museum opened the Keeping History
Center, an interactive heritage installation that features a
virtual exploration of Andy Goldsworthy’s Garden of Stones
and Voices of Liberty, a soundscape of Holocaust survivors,
refugees, and others who made America their home.

Critics and visitors are unanimous in their praise for the inno-
vative and evocative displays. The Keeping History Center is
the winner of several 2010 awards, including the prestigious
American Association of Museum’s Silver Muse Award for Best
Interpretive Interactive. It has also been awarded Outstanding
Information Design in the 365 AIGA Annual Design
Competition, as well as the Award Towards Excellence by the
Greater Hudson Heritage Network, among other accolades.

The Museum will be expanding the Center in 2012 to
include new, exciting features that will enable visitors to
“curate” their own exhibitions and view their own personal
and family history within the context of world events. One
highlight of the expansion will include access to Shoah
Institute Testimonies. Through a generous grant from the
Conference on Material Claims Against Germany, the
Museum is acquiring 2,500 testimonies from the USC Shoah
Foundation Institute for Visual History and Education,
which will be made accessible to the public at the Center.
The Museum will be the only public space in New York
where visitors will be able to search these archives. Visit
www.mjhnyc.org/khc for more information, and to add your
own story about coming to the United States.

The Keeping History Center, dedicated by Morton Pickman in
memory of Morris and Fannie Pickman, is made possible by a
generous grant from the Lower Manhattan Development
Corporation, which is funded by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development; with additional support from former
New York State Senator Eric T. Schneiderman.

RIGHT: P.S. 234 students visit the Keeping History Center:
Courtney Lyan; Stella Schneeberg; Viktoria Cegielski

PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG

PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG
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Auschwitz Jewish Center Inaugurates Study Abroad Program 
for North American Students

Students from colleges across the country were
given a unique opportunity to study the Holocaust
in October, thanks to a new program initiated by
the Auschwitz Jewish Center. While spending a
semester in Western or Central Europe, these
young people enhanced their semester abroad
with a four-day study trip to Krakow and 
Oświeçcim. Hearing testimony from a Holocaust
survivor, a non-Jew honored as one of the
Righteous among the Nations, and experts in the
field, the group of 13 students shared experiences
they could not have had through individual visits
to Poland. For many of the students, the trip, which
included an intensive program at the Auschwitz-
Birkenau State Museum, where they toured the
camps and engaged in workshops and discussion
sessions with scholars, fostered an appreciation for
Holocaust and Jewish Studies that may shape their
future career pursuits. Sarah Surrey, a junior from

Pitzer College, said, “Participating in the program
literally changed my life and what I want to do
with it after I graduate.”

The pilot group, overwhelmingly enthusiastic about
the experience, made recommendations to expand
the length of the trip and increase the opportunities
for discussion and reflection.

It is the program’s goal for students to learn about
Holocaust history and the vibrant Jewish culture
that was lost, and to incorporate the lessons they
have learned into their intellectual, personal, and 
professional lives. For information about future trips,
please contact Dara Bramson at dbramson@mjhnyc.org
or 646.437.4309.

LEFT: Auschwitz Jewish Center Study Abroad 
students in Krakow

PHOTO BY MACIEK ZABIEROWSKI

I N T E RN AT I O N A L  E D U C AT I O N N EWS

An exciting new program is now providing law, medical, seminary, journalism, and
business students a forum in which to examine contemporary ethical issues using the
conduct of their chosen professions in Nazi Germany and the Holocaust as a 
framework. Through an all-expenses-paid 12-day summer intensive course in New
York, Poland, and Germany, 15 students from each discipline explore crucial historic
and contemporary topics, meet with scholars and international practitioners, hear
survivor and rescuer testimony, and visit historic sites including the House of the
Wannsee Conference and Auschwitz-Birkenau.

In June 2010, 30 medical and law students participated in the inaugural FASPE 
program. The students called it “inspiring,” “life-changing,” and “insightful.” In July
2010, FASPE held pilot seminary and journalism programs. Christopher Hadley, a
Jesuit priest and doctoral student who took part in the program, wrote that he was
truly moved by his experience, especially the trip to Auschwitz, because while, “there
was anger, frustration, sadness, and deep, agonized questioning, there was also a living
faith in our hearts, and the desire to continue on our paths towards ethical leadership
in roles of ordained and lay ministry to our communities. There was also the desire to
support each other.”

He continues,“In this historic space of such utter irrationality,moral desolation, and dia-
bolical triumph, we were striving together to prevent such things from ever occurring
again, as best as we could, as a committed group of Jews, Christians, and Muslims.”

This summer, in conjunction with Yale University, Georgetown University, and
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, the Museum will offer four
application-based programs: medical, law, seminary, and journalism, in addition to a
pilot business program.

For more information about the program, including the application process for 2012,
please visit www.mjhnyc.org/faspe, or call Shiri Sandler, Manager of International
Programs, at 646.437.4276, or email ssandler@mjhnyc.org. To sponsor a student or
make a gift in support of FASPE, please contact Felica Kobylanski at
fkobylanski@mjhnyc.org or 646.437.4302.

Lead support for FASPE is provided by C. David Goldman, Frederick and Margaret
Marino, and the Eder Family Foundation. FASPE is also supported by the Task Force for
International Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research and
other generous donors.

ABOVE LEFT: FASPE Seminary and Journalism students and instructors. ABOVE

RIGHT: FASPE lead supporter C. David Goldman at the Great Synagogue of
Oświeçcim site with medical and law fellows.

Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study of Professional Ethics 
Offers Life-Changing Experiences

PHOTO BY JOHN CAPEPHOTO COURTESY OF FASPE
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Member Profile: 
Mark and Minna
Seitelman

Overseers Mark and Minna Seitelman, a strikingly
handsome couple, have been patron members since
2002 and are fixtures at member previews, public
programs, and special events. The daughter of
Holocaust survivors, Minna, in particular, appreciates
how the exhibitions are curated. The Museum is
important to her because, she says, “I don't want 
history to repeat itself. Here is a place where you have
New Yorkers coming, [people from all over ] the
world, every denomination coming to see what the
Museum is about. They see that the Holocaust 
happened.”

In this institution dedicated to remembrance, the 
outlets for memory are unique and varied. Minna
loves the Garden of Stones, and both Seitelmans
attend the Annual Gathering of Remembrance.
Whether listening to the fascinating interviews that
take place at Spring Women’s Luncheons, or learning
about the massacre of Ukrainian Jews in the Holocaust
By Bullets exhibition, or hearing a magnificent concert
in Edmond J. Safra Hall, they find the Museum’s
intellectual offerings rigorous and substantive.

Mark, a personal injury attorney who is on the board
of the New York State Trial Lawyers Association,
values membership benefits such as free admission
and great discounts in the shop but considers “meeting
so many nice people here” to be an unwritten perk of
membership.

Minna also serves on the Board of the Hebrew Free
Burial Society, now celebrating its 100th anniversary.
Because so much of her own family did not have
proper burials in the Holocaust, she wants to make
sure that indigent Jews are interred with the utmost
care and consideration.

To learn about membership at all levels, e-mail 
membership@mjhnyc.org.

MINNA SEITELMAN, PIANIST VLADIMIR         PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG

FELTSMAN, AND MARK SEITELMAN   

Special Screening ofTeenage Witness: The Fanya Heller Story
A1: Fanya Gottesfeld Heller with Elie Wiesel at an event celebrating Ms. Heller’s birthday following the
screening of her film Teenage Witness: The Fanya Heller Story. A2: Ms. Heller with her daughter, Miriam,
granddaughter-in-law Laura Hanina, and great-grandson Samuel Azriel Hanina. PHOTOS BY JAKE PRICE

With Courage Shall We Fight 
D: Ralph Berger held the launch of his book With Courage Shall We Fight at the Museum. The book is the
story of his parents, Murray and Francis Berger, partisan fighters who were with the Bielski family camp, as 
portrayed in the movie Defiance. According to her memoir, Francis was the first woman in the brigade to be
issued a rifle. Also in attendance were two surviving members of the brigade. PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG 

C: Trustee Patti Kenner with her father, Bert Askwith. More than 30 of their friends celebrated Bert’s 100th 
birthday at the Museum on March 6. PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG

Happy 100th Birthday Bert Askwith

At the Spring Women’s Luncheon
The Museum’s 18th Annual Spring Women’s Luncheon took place on June 10 at the Pierre Hotel. More than 300 guests
listened to this year’s special guest speaker, Susan Beer, a Holocaust survivor, who was born in Budapest and imprisoned in
1944 where she met Hannah Senesh. B1: Museum Director Dr. David G. Marwell, Museum Chairman Robert M.
Morgenthau, and Trustee Jeffrey E.Tabak at the Spring Women’s Luncheon. Jeff Tabak was chair of the Annual Golf and
Tennis Outing this past August. B2: L to R: Event co-chair Kathy Gantz;Trustee and event chair Patti Kenner; Susan Beer;
Vice Chair and event chair Ann Oster;event co-chair Lisa Oshman. The event partially supports the Museum Community
Fund, which provides Museum admission to those who cannot afford it. PHOTOS BY ELENA OLIVO
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At the Auschwitz Jewish Center Dinner
D1: Simon and Stefany Bergson (center) were honored at the Auschwitz Jewish Center
Dinner.They are pictured here with their children (L to R):Mitchel,Brianne,and Alex.D2:
Cadets and Midshipmen who participated in the American Service Academies Program
were among the guests at the Auschwitz Jewish Center Dinner. PHOTOS BY MELANIE EINZIG

At the Generation to Generation Dinner
B1: Moritz and Angie Goldfeier with their children Marilyn Rosen and Harry Goldfeier,
and their grandson Brian Rosen, who delivered the L’Dor V’Dor address at the dinner.
B2: Museum Trustee Rita Lerner with Associates Division co-chairs Howard Butnick
(proud father of Third Generation speaker Stephanie Butnick) and Helene Kener Gray
at the Generation to Generation Dinner. PHOTOS BY MELANIE EINZIG

At a Summer Evening in Sagaponack
C1:Nina Rennert Davidson and Museum Vice Chair George Klein. C2: The evening’s host
Ira Rennert with Bonnie Englebardt Lautenberg and Sen. Frank Lautenberg. C3: Museum
Director Dr. David G. Marwell with Museum Trustee Ingeborg Rennert and Ira Rennert.
PHOTOS BY MELANIE EINZIG

At the Heritage Dinner
A1:Honoree Mortimer B.Zuckerman,Chairman & CEO,Boston Properties, Inc.,with event
chair Peter Davoren,Chairman & CEO,The Turner Corporation,and Davoren’s wife,Stacey
Farley. A2: Museum Trustee Jared Kushner with his wife, Ivanka Trump.
PHOTOS BY ELENA OLIVO
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CHAIRMAN
Robert M. Morgenthau

VICE CHAIRS
Stephen E. Kaufman
George Klein
Manfred Ohrenstein
Ann Oster
Howard J. Rubenstein

HONORARY CHAIRMEN
Mario M. Cuomo
Jacob K. Javits z”l
Edward I. Koch
Elie Wiesel

DIRECTOR
David G. Marwell, Ph.D.

TRUSTEES
Simon Bergson
Nancy Fisher
Judah Gribetz
Fanya Gottesfeld Heller
Peter S. Kalikow
Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye (ret)
Patti Askwith Kenner
Jack Kliger
Harvey M. Krueger
Jared Kushner
Thomas H. Lee
Rita G. Lerner
Joanna H. Lipper
Ernest W. Michel
Robert P. Morgenthau
Irving Paler
Morton Pickman
Bruce C. Ratner
Ingeborg Rennert
Lily Safra
Larry A. Silverstein
Dr. Ronald B. Sobel
Steven Spielberg
Bernard Spitzer
Dr. Edward L. Steinberg
Jeffrey E. Tabak
Walter H. Weiner
Dr. Ruth Westheimer
Shalom Yoran
Gary Zwerling

TRUSTEES EMERITUS
Bess Myerson
Rosa Strygler

EX-OFFICIO TRUSTEES
Governor of the State of New York
Andrew M. Cuomo

Mayor of the City of New York
Michael R. Bloomberg

U.S. Senator from the State of New York
Charles E. Schumer

President Pro Tem and Majority Leader of 
the New York State Senate
Dean Skelos

Speaker of the New York State Assembly
Sheldon Silver

Commissioner of the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs 
Kate D. Levin

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
Abby R. Spilka

PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER
Betsy Aldredge

The Museum receives general operating support from the 
Department of Cultural Affairs of the City of New York.

PRO BONO COUNSEL 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

DESIGN: 
Trevor Messersmith

A ceremony was held at the Museum on July 29 to unveil Egon Schiele’s Portrait of Wally, to commemorate the legacy
of Lea Bondi Jaray and the successful resolution of the civil forfeiture action. Portrait of Wally was on display at the
Museum for three weeks before returning to its permanent home at the Leopold Museum in Vienna. A1: Inge Bondi
and Andre Bondi with Museum Director Dr.David G.Marwell.Andre,Lea Bondi Jaray's great nephew, spoke on behalf
of her estate at the ceremony. A2: Maj jongg style: Gallery educator Geri Jacobs (right) and guests celebrate the 
opening of Project Mah Jongg by wearing their finest mah jongg-inspired clothing. PHOTOS BY MELANIE EINZIG

Young Friends
B1: Young Friends Board Members Steven Darling and Jennifer Scolnick at the Hanukkah party. B2: The Young
Friends take part in a bowling league, through Zog Sports, to benefit the Museum. PHOTOS BY MELANIE EINZIG
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Exhibition Openings

B1

A2

Mah Jongg Marathon
C: On February 6, more than 60 mah jongg players gathered for the first annual Mah Jongg Marathon. The 
participants raised more than $6,000 for the Museum. PHOTO BY MELANIE EINZIG






