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Award-winning Exhibition about Jewish Veterans

To Visit Maryland on First Stop of a National Tour
Ours to Fight For: American Jews in the Second World War
A Compelling Exhibition from the Museum of Jewish Heritage — A Living Memorial to the Holocaust

Baltimore, MD — The Museum of Jewish Heritage—A Living Memorial to the
Holocaust’s award-winning exhibition, Qurs to Fight For: American Jews in the Second
World War, will begin its national tour at the Jewish Museum of Maryland, 15 Lloyd
Street, in Baltimore, MD from February 24 through July 27, 2008. Ours To Fight For was
named the grand-prize winner of the Excellence in Exhibition Competition at the American
Association of Museums Annual Meeting in New Orleans in 2004. Citing the exhibition’s
use of the first-person narrative, the judges felt this approach engaged museum visitors and
allowed them to make connections with the experiences of soldiers 60 years ago and troops
serving today. This is the first stop of a national tour for the exhibit, which was originally
presented at the Museum in New York from November 11, 2003 through December 31,
2006.

The exhibition examines the role of the men and women who served in the American armed
forces on and off of the battlefield. It focuses on the way the war was experienced by these
participants and by Jews in particular. The voices of the soldiers and sailors, airmen and
marines, WACs and WAVEs drive this exhibition. Presented in video, audio, and as written
“labels,” these testimonies become, in a sense, exhibition artifacts that place the letters,
documents, military paraphernalia, and images in the exhibition into a human context. The
voices are drawn from more than 400 interviews the Museum conducted with Jewish
servicemen and women throughout the country. The exhibition powerfully illustrates what it
was like to be American — and Jewish — in a time of war. The exhibition is both particular
and universal, and profoundly moving.

“Ours to Fight For was a ground-breaking exhibition. Visitors repeatedly asked us to make it
permanent and colleagues insisted that we create a traveling version. We were moved by the
response and are delighted to make a traveling version a reality,” said Louis D. Levine,
Director of Collections and Exhibitions.

While the focus of the exhibition is primarily on Jewish Americans serving during World
War 11, visitors will also use an interactive program that allows them to examine the
experiences of other minority groups. The interactive gallery will present a selection of
interviews with African-Americans, Japanese-Americans, Chinese-Americans, Native
Americans, Mexican-Americans, and Puerto Ricans, as well as Jews who served in other
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Allied armies (British, Russian) who contributed to the fight to preserve democracy. The
kiosks in this gallery will enable visitors to explore the archival material in the Museum’s
collection to learn about other experiences and voices not covered elsewhere in the
exhibition.

Companion Volume

The accompanying publication, Qur To Fight For: American Jewish Voices from the
Second World War, presents twelve longer narratives of servicemen and women. With an
introduction by Manhattan D.A. Robert M. Morgenthau, who served as a Lieutenant
Commander in the navy, and an afterword by Tom Brokaw, the companion book is divided
into three thematic sections that explore motivations for fighting and the Jewish experience
of military life, the shock and horror that swept through U.S. forces upon discovery of the
concentration and death camps, and the state of American racial and ethnic relations in the
pre- and postwar periods. The book delivers these stories through the spontaneity and
immediacy of veterans’ oral testimony.

Educational Resources

Exhibition materials include two comprehensive guides — one for students and one for
teachers. The guides include suggested questions and activities for the classroom that will
enhance existing World War II curriculum. A/l of Ours to Fight For: Americans in the
Second World War is a student workbook for grades 7-12 that explores American
involvement in the Second World War from the home front to the front lines. The workbook
includes a chronology, timeline, glossary, and activities for students. All of Ours To Fight
For: Americans in the Second World War Teacher's Guide consists of two sections that
augment and extend the exhibition workbook and museum visit. The resources section
provides a chronology, glossary, bibliography, list of films, and websites. The activities
section contains a series of questions and activities aligned with National Standards and New
York State Core Curriculum.

Website

The companion website, www.ourstofightfor.org, features a short film about the exhibition,
and allows visitors to explore artifacts and testimony in a way not possible in the physical
exhibition. Visitors can listen to a recording of'a “Letter on Record” from a GI, and watch
video clips of veterans’ stories. The website includes a special teacher’s section with a
downloadable teacher’s guide.

Funding Credits

Major funding for this exhibition has been generously provided by Jack and Susan Rudin and
Family in memory of Lewis Rudin; by Irving Schneider in memory of his friend, Lewis
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Rudin; and by Irving and June Paler in memory of June's father, Duncan Robertson, who
fought for justice in both World Wars.

Funding for the installation of Ours to Fight For at the Jewish Museum of Maryland is made
possible by the Hoffberger Family Exhibition Endowment, the Stanford Z. & Cory
Rothschild Exhibition Endowment, and the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Exhibition
Endowment.

For more information about when or where the exhibition will be on view, please visit
www.mjhnyc.org. If you would like to bring the exhibition to your venue, please contact
travelingexhibitions@mjhnyc.org.

About the Jewish Museum of Maryland

The Museum interprets the Jewish experience in America, with special attention to Jewish
life in the state of Maryland. The Museum was founded in 1960 to rescue and restore the
historic Lloyd Street Synagogue, and has become a cultural center for the Jewish community
and for those interested in Jewish history and traditions.

Today, the Museum campus includes the historic Lloyd Street and B'nai Israel Synagogues
and a modern museum building with changing exhibition galleries, program areas, a research
library, museum shop, and meeting rooms. Through our collections, exhibitions, sites and
programs, we encourage discourse about Jewish life in Maryland and beyond. Visit
www.jhsm.org for more information.

About the Museum of Jewish Heritage — A Living Memorial to the Holocaust

The Museum’s three-floor Core Exhibition educates people of all ages and backgrounds
about the rich tapestry of Jewish life over the past century--before, during, and after the
Holocaust. Current special exhibitions include The Other Promised Land: Vacationing,
Identity, and the Jewish-American Dream and Daring to Resist: Jewish Defiance in the
Holocaust. The Museum offers visitors a vibrant public program schedule in its Edmond J.
Safra Hall. It is also home to Andy Goldsworthy’s memorial Garden of Stones, as well as
James Carpenter’s Reflection Passage, Gift of The Gruss Lipper Foundation. The Museum
receives general operating support from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs,
and is a founding member of the Museums of Lower Manhattan.
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